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WALES’ NATIONAL LANDSCAPES: A NATIONAL RESPONSIBILITY

A CALL FOR GOVERNMENT ACTION
BY THE ALLIANCE FOR NATIONAL PARKS CYMRU

The National Landscapes of Wales – the National Parks & Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, which embrace 25% 
of its land area, are great assets to the nation and contribute enormously to its well-being.

 Our Vision for Wales’ National landscapes:
In a generation we want these areas to be at the forefront of sustainable land use management and  

realise their full potential as contributors to Wales’ Well-being Goals. They will be places whose  
special qualities are respected and enhanced by everyone who lives in, uses and enjoys them,  

because of their national importance and the range of high quality benefits they provide.

To reap the benefits these special places can deliver, it is vital that the nation, led by the Government, develops  
such a Vision that enables those responsible for these areas, to adopt creative approaches that manage the  
interaction between human activities and natural resources i.e. people and places. 

Your challenge ... To fulfil this commitment, the Alliance urges the new Government: 

1. To mandate and resource the National Park Authorities and AONB Partnerships.

	l	 to be dedicated organisations, acting as catalysts to deliver such a vision, 

	l	 in the case of National Park Authorities, to re-affirm their function as independent Planning Authorities. 

2. To introduce legislation:

	l	 to refresh their Purposes so they can contribute fully to the delivery of Wales’ Well-being goals, including  
the primacy of the Conservation Purpose, along the lines suggested by the Marsden Review Panel 

	l	 to establish the Plans for each designated landscape as the means of safeguarding their special  
qualities, delivering Well-being goals and natural resource management in their area and  
securing the ‘buy in’ of all stakeholders 

	l	 requiring all relevant public bodies and agencies to work in partnership through the plans for each  
designated landscape, to deliver their revised purposes 

	l	 extending coastal National Parks and AONBs into their adjacent marine environment, thus reflecting the 
close relationship between the land and the sea

3. To reflect this commitment in all relevant Government goals, objectives and  
 strategic policies, in particular:

	l	 those addressing natural resource management and the National Planning Framework

	l	 the Well-being goals and objectives of Ministers and public bodies; and  

	l	 Well-being performance indicators which reflect the national importance of these national asset

This commitment to the vision for Wales’ National Landscapes should also form part of the Wales-wide vision for  
landscape and seascape, proposed by CPRW, The Landscape Institute and Wales Environment Link. 

The Alliance for National Parks, Cymru is a network of the National Park and AONB Societies  
and the Campaign for the Protection of Rural Wales.


