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COMMENTS ON THE MARINE PLAN CONSULTATION:  

A draft scope, draft vision and related objectives, including questions on the draft scope for the 

sustainability appraisal. 

 

1. The Alliance
1
 welcomes the opportunity to make comments on this consultation concerning the 

marine plan for Wales. Our interest in the plan lies in the relationship between the marine 

environment and  the five coastal protected landscapes in Wales [Anglesey, Llyn and Gower 

AONBs and the Pembrokeshire Coast and Snowdonia National Parks] and the two lengths of 

defined Heritage Coast [Ceredigion and Glamorgan]  – a relationship that is founded on the fact 

that they derive many of their special qualities from the marine environment or from their 

association with it. 

The Vision 

2. In answer to question 1 we do not find that it conveys clearly the essence of a well-managed 

marine environment and well-managed natural resources providing the foundation for all the 

social and economic benefits that we know can be obtained from them. We feel that this needs 

to be spelt out together with the basic principle that if we are to sustain them for future 

generations we have to live within their ability [capacity] to absorb use.  

 

3. Thus in answer to Question 2 we would envisage in 20 years a Welsh marine area where sound 

stewardship has led to 

 

• an environment that has been conserved and enhanced to a high quality; and 

• the kerbing of the depletion of natural resources and to an increase in them; and as a 

consequence has led to  

• increased social and economic benefits from the environment and natural resources for 

the communities of Wales, especially those on the coast.     

 

                                                           
1
 The Alliance for National Parks Cymru has recently been established to defend and promote the interest of Protected Landscapes in 

Wales. The founder members of the Alliance are the three National Park Societies, the Campaign for the Protection of Rural Wales and the 

National Association for Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty. Other organisations with an interest in the future of our Protected 

Landscapes are also involved in the Alliance. 



 

2 

 

In the context of our particular interest in coastal protected landscapes, we have in mind that in 

20 years the special qualities they derive from the marine environment would have been 

conserved and enhanced thus sustaining and enhancing:  

 

• the economic benefits that flow to the community, locally and nationally, through 

tourism; together with  

• the health and well-being benefits that flow from recreation and enjoyment of land and 

sea, especially where the two meet.  

 

4. The achievement of all the above is dependent, we contend, on the planning and management 

of land and sea as a continuum. 

Objectives 

5. We appreciate that the Welsh Government has signed up to the UK high level marine objectives; 

however, we are concerned about two matters relating to their use in Wales: 

a) we obviously welcome the reference to seascapes in HMLO 5 as it refers to seascapes  - 

“people appreciate the diversity of the marine environment, its seascapes, its natural 

and cultural heritage and its resources and act responsibly”.  The interpretation of this 

objective is crucial. Whilst we would hope that ‘people appreciate’ all these things, 

however, unless these things are properly looked after there will be nothing to 

appreciate. In this context should one construe that ‘people acting responsibly’ is 

supposed to mean that these things are managed properly? If so, it is an obscure way of 

saying it. The important point is that it needs to be made clear that these objects of 

appreciation need to be properly looked after.  This is partly dealt with in HMLO 11 

where biodiversity, marine and coastal habitats are singled out for conservation and 

enhancement. Given the importance of seascapes in Wales we believe that there 

should be an objective in the marine plan to achieve their conservation and 

enhancement, especially those of national importance i.e. where associated with 

coastal protected landscapes. 

 

b) The second issue relates to the question of “environmental limits”. The high level 

objectives refer to living within environmental limits but do not show how they would 

operate as an indicator of what activities would be appropriate in the marine area. If it is 

accepted that our marine environment and natural resources provide the basis for the 

social and economic benefits that accrue to the people of Wales and further afield, then 

this should be made abundantly clear in the way that objectives are framed. In this 

context the contents of the “Well-being of future generations” Bill will be very 

important. At present it does not address the question of environmental limits or 

capacity. We contend that it should. 

 

The outline of the plan 

6. In answer to Question 3 it appears to the Alliance that the outline of the plan covers the ground. 

The only comments we wish to make are in relation to seascapes. There is an inherent problem 
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in dealing with seascape in a section on its own. By their very nature seascapes have a number 

of components. As the diagram below shows they are about much more than just the view.   

 

 

7. Thus any section on seascape should deal with the way in which their character is derived from 

the range of features, in particular those under the heading of natural resources – water quality, 

nature conservation, biodiversity and geodiversity as well as historic environment. It will be 

important also to address the link with coastal landscapes, which undoubtedly derive much of 

their character from the marine environment and their association with it. The work currently 

being undertaken by NRW to complete a seascape character assessment for the whole of the 

Welsh marine area will be very important in this context in providing the necessary links.  

 

8. This is particularly important when considering the link between coastal protected landscapes 

and their adjacent seascape, because these landscapes are special on account of their natural 

beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage. In this context it will be particularly important during the 

marine plan process to engage with those responsible for coastal protected landscapes to gain 

an understanding of what special qualities they derive from the marine environment and their 

association with it.  

 

9. Thus we would urge that the section on seascapes includes the relationship with coastal 

landscapes and that particular attention is given to the link with coastal protected landscapes so 

that the national importance of their marine dimension is properly recognised and suitable 

policies are implemented for their conservation and enhancement are put in place. We contend 

that the Marine Plan should recognise in particular the need to ensure that the planning and 
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management of marine, coastal and terrestrial resources are all fully coordinated and 

integrated.  

 

10. Similarly in those circumstances where the conservation values of contiguous marine and 

terrestrial areas are acknowledged as being of high value, (especially those of national if not 

international importance), then this coordination of management we suggest would be best 

achieved by extending the existing designations of coastal Protected Landscapes out to sea - all 

five of the coastal protected landscapes in Wales have waters adjacent to them that are 

designated as SAC.  We have raised this matter of the extension of these designated landscapes 

out to sea in our evidence to the Independent Review Panel on Designated Landscapes in Wales 

initiated by the Welsh Government.  We trust the Marine Plan will recognise and echo this 

opportunity and promote the spatial links between land and sea currently being promoted by 

Welsh Government, through its Area based approach to natural resource management.   

 

Sustainability appraisal 

11. In answer to Question 4 the Alliance welcomes the scope of the proposed sustainability 

appraisal criteria. The only comment we wish to make is to re-iterate the point made in the 

previous section of this response – i.e. that in undertaking the appraisal the linkage with some of 

the other elements of seascapes specifically identified in other criteria to be adopted should be 

recognised e.g. 

• No 1 relating to biodiversity etc 

• No 3 protection and enhancement of the physical features  

• No 7 relating to the protection and enhancement of cultural, historic and industrial heritage 

resources  

 

12. It is noted that in relation to the protection and enhancement of biodiversity that the concept of 

environmental limits is to be used. The Alliance would contend that such limits should be applied 

to seascapes especially those linked with the coastal protected landscapes. 


