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ASSESSMENT OF DRAFT MCA BOUNDARIES AND DESCRIPTIONS 

1. The Alliance’s interest in this valuable seascape character assessment work is to see: 

  

• how the boundaries of MCAs fit with those of the protected landscapes around the 

coast of Wales 

• how the character of coastal protected landscapes [NPs and AONBs] and defined 

Heritage coasts are reflected in the character descriptions of the MCAs, given the large 

number of MCAs containing such areas [all but 1].  

 

2. The Alliance considers that the relationship between coastal protected landscapes and the 

adjacent seascapes is a crucial one in that they derive so many of their special qualities from the 

marine environment and their association with it. Similarly seascapes derive much of their 

character from their relationship with the land.  Thus recognition of this relationship in the 

process of seascape characterisation will help both the landward and seaward planning 

processes and will help guide planning decisions about the use of the marine environment. In 

this context we cannot understand the use of the term “Marine Character “area when it 

“Seascape” that we are dealing with – we would urge the use of the term “seascape character 

assessment or area” as appropriate. After all it is in current usage in Wales. 

 

3. We have one general point of concern.  In view of the emphasis in the introductory paper that 

the descriptions are value free, how will the MCAs and their descriptions be used in the marine 

planning process? For them to be useful we would argue that at some stage an assessment of 

the sensitivity each MCA to change will have to be made, as the Pembrokeshire SCA did – only 

then will the MCAs and their descriptions be of any use. 

 

Boundaries 

4. For the most part the boundaries of the MCAs make sense. Inevitably there will be debate about 

them. The important point is that there is a consistency of approach. In that context it is 

appropriate to ask: 

 

• why there seems to have been a difference of approach in the way Gower and Llŷn on 

the one hand and the St Davids peninsula on the other have been treated. The former 

have both sides included in one MCA whilst the latter is divided between MCAs 

• some of the major bays have been have been split up e.g. Caernarvon and the northern 

part of Cardigan Bay and Carmarthen bay is presented as one. 
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There may well be good reasons, but they are not obvious. Debate will be minimised by 

highlighting the reasons why and by highlighting instances where there is strong inter-visibility 

between MCAs. We have highlighted instances where this seems to be the case in the Table 

below. They include the major bays, the Bristol Channel and where prominent hilltops on the 

coast enable views of a number of MCAs e.g. the hills on the St Davids Peninsula and at Strumble 

Head in Pembrokeshire and on Gower.  

 

It will also be important, where we have the national border with England –the Dee, Severn 

Estuary and Bristol Channel, that the administrative boundary is not used to define the MCA.  

 

Descriptions 

5. There are a number of  important general points about the descriptions 

 

a. It is not immediately obvious from the description of the process of characterisation that 

a landward element has been defined, which in our opinion it should [as in the 

Pembrokeshire SCA]. The introduction would benefit from a description of how the 

process has defined an inland  boundary and each MCA description would benefit from 

clearer identification of the landward and seaward elements 

b. The existence of an area of protected landscape [AONB and or NP] or defined Heritage 

Coast in an MCA should be recognised in the text together with the key elements of the 

character of those areas. Table below shows there are precious few references to NPs or 

AONBs or to defined Heritage Coasts as nationally important landscapes in the text 

[Gower AONB is the only one specifically mentioned]. In our view this is a serious 

omission given that all but one of the MCAs has all or part of a protected landscape 

within it and there are a significant number of MCAs with defined heritage Coasts [16 

out of 29]. There is also a lack of consistency in that Nature Conservation designations 

are regularly identified where they exist. 

c. A further omission is any reference to Historic Landscapes defined in the Register. As the 

table shows 15 of the 29 MCAs include such areas. 

d. Mention is made of Regional Landscape Areas – the Alliance is concerned that reference 

to as yet unpublished material is not helpful. 

 

 

 

Contact: Edward Holdaway 

01348 875389 

edward.holdaway@btinternet.com 
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Table 1 

MCA Protected Landscapes 

[AONBs + NPs] 

Heritage Coast Nature conservation designations 

[SSSIs SACs etc] 

Historic landscapes 

On Register 

Other comments 

1 Quantock Hills AONB    numerous nature cons 

designations 

  

2 Exmoor mentioned but not NP or 

Quantocks.  

HC mentioned only as 

justification for boundary 

not as undeveloped coast. 

Nature conservation sites 

mentioned 

HL 12 not 

mentioned Merthyr 

Mawr 

 

3   Nature conservation sites 

mentioned 

HL 12 not 

mentioned 

Kenfig 

Remarkably little mention of the 

urban/industrial backdrop to this 

MCA 

4 Gower AONB’s exceptional scenic 

qualities are given rightful place – 

link to Exmoor and N Devon coast is 

rightly mentioned but not the fact 

that they are an NP and AONB 

respectively. Link across the Bay to 

Pembrokeshire Coast NP not 

mentioned. These were an 

important linkage when Atlantic 

array was being opposed. 

HC mentioned but not 

“undeveloped nature of 

coast” 

Nature conservation sites 

mentioned 

HL 15 not 

mentioned 

 

5 Some features of Gower AONB & 

Pembrokeshire Coast NP mentioned 

but not the fact that they are AONB 

& NP respectively 

 Nature conservation sites 

mentioned 

HL 11 not 

mentioned – the 

register has a useful 

landscape/seascape 

description 

 

6 Relationship with the English and 

Welsh Coasts is mentioned but not 

 Nature conservation sites 

mentioned 
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with Exmoor NP, N Devon AONB, 

Glamorgan HC and Gower AONB 

and Pembrokeshire Coast NP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 No mention of this MCA being 

bordered by the Pembrokeshire 

Coast NP, though some of the 

places and features are mentioned 

nor are links across the channel to 

English coast 

HC not mentioned Nature conservation sites 

mentioned 

HLs 44 & 45 not 

mentioned 

 

8 No mention of Pembrokeshire Coast 

NP – though inter-visibility with 

between the MCA and the 

Pembrokeshire Coast is but not 

English Coast which is all AONB 

 Nature conservation sites 

mentioned 

  

9 Pembrokeshire Coast NP not 

mentioned 

 Nature conservation sites not 

mentioned 

HL 5 not mentioned One does not get the impression 

that half the area is 

port/industry/urban in character 

and half is National Park and 

unspoiled undeveloped 

10 No mention of Pembrokeshire Coast 

NP  

HC not mentioned Nature conservation sites 

mentioned 

HL 8 [Skomer] 

mentioned but not 

as being on the 

register.  

HL 6 not mentioned 

 

11 Pembrokeshire Coast NP mentioned 

but only in terms of the view from 

Carn Llidi. Otherwise no mention 

HC not mentioned Nature conservation sites 

mentioned 

 Inter-visibility between MCAs is 

important from viewpoints on 

land  

12 Link with MCA 11 & NP not 

mentioned 

 Nature conservation sites 

mentioned 

  

13 No mention of Pembrokeshire Coast 

NP 

HC not mentioned Nature conservation sites 

mentioned 

HLs 6  & 43 not 

mentioned 

Inter-visibility between MCAs is 

important from viewpoints on 

land especially MCA 14 
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14 No mention of Pembrokeshire Coast 

NP –the fact that it is a highly 

designated coastline is mentioned 

but only in the context of Nature 

conservation 

HC not mentioned Nature conservation sites 

mentioned 

HLs 43 46 & 47 not 

mentioned 

 

15 No mention of relationship with 

Pembrokeshire Coast NP or Llŷn 

AONB 

Link with HC not 

mentioned 

No mention of SAC  The MCA is very prominent in 

views from land especially in the 

north e.g. from Aberaeron to Llŷn 

& vice versa 

16 No mention of Snowdonia NP or 

Llŷn as an AONB – MCA is 

prominent in views between the 

two Protected landscapes  

 Nature conservation sites 

mentioned 

 MCA is part of the Bay embracing 

MCA 17 and northern parts of 

MCAs 15 & MCA 14 – this 

interrelationship is very marked 

17 No mention of Snowdonia NP or 

Llŷn AONB MCA is very prominent 

in views between Llŷn and 

Snowdonia 

HC not mentioned Nature conservation sites 

mentioned 

HLs 54,32, 20 & 25  

not mentioned 

MCA is part  of the Bay embracing 

MCA 16 and the northern parts of 

MCAs 14 & !5 – linkages are very 

marked 

18 No mention of Llŷn AONB – MCA is 

prominent in views to E & NE 

towards Snowdonia NP and N / NW 

toward Anglesey AONB 

HC not mentioned Nature conservation sites 

mentioned 

HL 26 not 

mentioned 

MCA is part of the Bay embracing 

MCAs 16 & 17 and northern parts 

of MCAs 15 & MCA 14 – this 

interrelationship is very marked. 

Similarly the MCA is part of an 

important embayment to the 

north which includes MCA 20 & 

21 

19 No mention of Llŷn AONB HC not mentioned Nature conservation sites 

mentioned 

  

20 No specific mention of Llŷn AONB or 

the Anglesey AONB, though some 

features are – MCA is crucial in the 

views between Llŷn and Anglesey 

AONBs 

HC not mentioned Nature conservation sites 

mentioned 

 MCA is an important part of the 

Bay which includes the northern 

part of 18, 21 & 22 

21 Snowdonia NP and Anglesey AONB 

are mentioned in the context of 

views from the MCA 

 Nature conservation sites 

mentioned 

HL 24 not 

mentioned 

MCA is an important part of the 

Bay which includes the northern 

part of 18, 20  & 22 

22 Anglesey AONB not mentioned, nor HC not mentioned Nature conservation sites  MCA is an important part of the 
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link across the Bay to Llŷn AONB mentioned Bay which includes the northern 

part of 18, 20  & 21 

23 Link with Anglesey AONB not 

mentioned 

HC not mentioned    

24 Anglesey AONB not mentioned HC not mentioned Nature conservation sites 

mentioned 

  

25 Anglesey AONB not mentioned HC not mentioned Nature conservation sites 

mentioned 

HL 19 not 

mentioned 

 

 

 

26 Link to Anglesey AONB not 

mentioned 

Link to HC not mentioned    

27 Snowdonia NP & Anglesey AONB 

not mentioned 

 

Link to HC not mentioned Nature conservation sites 

mentioned 

HLs 23,30 & 33 not 

mentioned 

 

28  HC not mentioned Nature conservation sites 

mentioned 

HL23 not 

mentioned 

 

29 Link to Anglesey AONB & 

Snowdonia NP not mentioned 

    

 


