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SUBMISSION TO THE WELSH GOVERNMENT CONSULTATION ON 

HOW YOU MEASURE A NATION’S PROGRESS? 

 

1. The Alliance for National Parks Cymru
1
 welcomes the opportunity to respond to this 

consultation. Our interest in a national set of indicators of Well-being stems from the 

importance of our National Landscapes [National Parks and AONBs] to the well-being of the 

people of Wales now and in the future.  

 

2. The “health” of their special qualities is an important matter, given the contribution that they 

make for example to the economy, education and health of the nation. It is disappointing 

therefore that there is no direct mention of them in the indicators. There are of course 

indicators which are relevant to these special areas for example: 

• No 28 Looking after the cultural heritage 

• No 32 healthy ecosystems 

• No 33 biodiverse natural environment 

• No 34 water quality 

• No 35 air quality 

But there is nothing to suggest that we as a nation are “looking after the health of our national 

landscapes”. As with a number of measures listed in the consultation work needs to be done to 

develop such an indicator or indicators, which reflect both 

• the condition of National Parks and AONBs; and 

• the quality of the experience of the public in using them.  

 

3. You will be aware that there has been a review of the purposes and governance of National 

Parks and AONBs. The Marsden Report was very clear about the importance of these areas to 

Well-being. Indeed in recommendation 23 it referred to the need to develop indicators for 

management planning purposes and well-being reporting. 

 

                                                           
1
 The Alliance is led by the voluntary Societies of the three Welsh National Parks, the Gower Society, the Campaign for the Protection of 

Rural Wales and the National Association for Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty to coordinate the voluntary sector’s response to the 

emerging policy and legislative agenda of the Welsh government as it affects designated landscapes. 
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4. The way forward following the report is now under consideration as part of the Future 

Landscapes Programme. One element of the discussion will, no doubt, be the link between our 

national landscapes and well-being. We consider that the opportunity should be taken to begin 

the process of developing a suitable indicators or indicators to highlight the link.  

 

5. The development of the national suite of indicators is an important opportunity to give 

recognition to the importance of our national landscapes and the fact that they deliver unique 

forms of well-being that other areas do not. We would ask that consideration is given to 

including an indicator along the lines “looking after the health of our national landscapes” or 

“looking after our national landscapes” – this would be a good counterbalance to “Looking after 

our cultural heritage” [No 28]. We recognise that considerable thought will be needed to 

develop such an indicator. But we feel that recognition of Wales’ national landscapes in the 

national suite of indicators would give the necessary drive to undertake such work. 

 

6. We would welcome the opportunity to discuss this proposal with you. 

 

  

For further information please contact:  

Edward Holdaway   

E mail edward.holdaway@btinternet.com  

 

 


